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?fmy rmaster Abraham, may You so arrange it for me this day that
my master Abraham. " See, | stand here by the spring of water
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12 And he said, "HasHer, God
You do kindness with
and the daughters of

the lownsmen come oul to draw. ' Let il be that the maiden [0 whom [ shail say, Please tip

over your jug so | may drink,” and who replies, ‘Drink, and | will e

3 :

no man had known. She desce
low

my lord.”

ven water your camels,’

nded—rvrhc spring, filled her jug and ascended. ! The servant ran
\ards her and said. “Let me sip, if you please, a little water from your jug.”'" She said, “Drink,
" and quickly she lowered her jug to her hand and gave him drink.

14 When she finished giving him drink, she said, “l will draw water even for your camels until

they have finished drinking.
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To one degree or another most of us suffer from egocentnc
ity. a tendency to view the whole world only in relation to our-
selves. Who has not had the experience of greeting someone
he_knows well _and receiving an unexpectedly curt reply?
Afterwards we spend hours wracking our brains to figure out

how we could have offended this friend. Those hours are a

form of egocentricity. Why should we think someone else’s

bad mood has anything to do with us, as if we were thé cause
of everyone else's ups and downs? Why do we ignore all the
more probable explanations — money pressures, a headache,
concerns over a child — for an explanatory scheme that puts
us at the center of the action?

18
A wise man once said that until the age of 20 a person
spends all his time worrymg about what others think_of him;

from 20 to 40, he adopts an attitude of being oblivious to what

others think: only at 40 does he realize that others are not in

tact £ thinkiig about him at all. The trouble is that many O of us
never reach stage three; we remain convinced that everyone

else's thoughts center on us
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v ok ‘If" where the connection is far less obvious [ he
(Yalkut Shoftim & .
. oftim 04), for instance, states that one who does acts of
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st 2 ir=he denied all the miracles. Another \T:.i';.w;
{Kon : 's Rabbah 7) links chesed to emunah: One who rejects chesg ‘
Is as ‘ ne denies God The Torah begins and ends with acts of ¢/ ‘
(botaf 14a). and Maharal explains that just as in a ch
connecting links are on the ends, so, too, the links to
emanate trom the Torah are created by chesed
‘tﬂ- W rmr exactly is the connection of chesed to emunah?

Ing that
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185l

in the
Hachem that
p

Understand-

connection requires us to consider the ultimate barrier to

a$

" TWe have seen that the belief in God is a direct function of one =
freedom from subjective desires and capacity for objectivity This
then. is the connection between chesed and ennmah Only one who
("\n_be selflessly concerned with others, who can divest himeelf of his
own needs and be sensitive to those of others cali—attamm the
objectivity needed for the true belief in Hashem Aviamam was ok
hama aminim — the first and greatest of the believers —
same time the pillar of chesed. The two are inseparable

2-The Baalei Mussar point out that the difference between a
window and a mirror is but a little “kesef

and at the

silver. Kesef is derived

trom the root “to desire  When one gives into passions and desires,

he sees only himself Similarly, one who is selfishly concerned only
with himself will distort the world. One who trees himself of this

Y T 1 R } /

Afaith in God Rabbi Elchonon Wascerman, fiy ' in Kouel

— — I\ o 1 ovelzs
i amarim, writes that Cod's existence is

being The orderly and compl

existence of an intell

obvious to every human
ex nature of the universe cries out the
S ' igent Creator Onlv a persons desires and
gassions blind him to seeing the truth. Shortsighted self-interest

preven Fro r i
Dre t« him trom recognizing that which is self-evideny

AQ ! “hazal

nioin us from straving after false ideologies with the words, Do not

tray atter your heart The source of false a\ilninp;u"— 1S not 1n the
intellect but the heart. The passions of the heart deprive the intellect
of the obijectivity necessary to acknowledge the truth. As Rabbi
Samson Raphael Hirsch so beautifully puts its, Emunah is not the

knowledge that there i« a2 God, but rather the ac knowledgment”

25 ;\mr_ur_.v,_l_vl.‘i _— e,
Still, the commentator$ detect a nuance of self-interest in Eliezer’s

speech. By comparing the wording of his original dialogue with
Avraham to the way he subsequently related that conversation in
Rivkah’s home, we find that the word ulai is spelled differently in each
instance. In his dialogue with Avraham the word ulai includes the letter
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selfish perspective and looks out the window to be concerned with

others will ultimately have a more honest and objective perspective of

the world.
Therefore Eliezer tested Rivkah to see if she was a lover of chesed

He sought not just someone who acted -with kindness but a lover ot

chesed like Avraham. who actually suffered when opportunities to

perform chesed did not present themselves

)3 Lliezer tested Rivkah by asking her for a favor rather than letting
her offer first. It is easier to volunteer chesed , which is a bookt to one s
A

own self image, than to acquiesce to anothers request Eliezer stood

by quietly while Rivkah toiled to draw water tor his entire flock of

camels. He neither offered to help in the slightét way nor expressed

anv gratitude. Had Rivkah not sought to do chesed for its own sake
<he would have been discouraged by his rudeness. Only when Eliezer
was convinced that Rivkah's chesed emanated from complete

celflessness, did the test cease. For now he knew that Riy kah's
selflessness guaranteed the objectivity needed for true epinal, and

that she was fit to be the mother of the Jewish people

vav (ibid., 5), whereas in his lengthy monologue in Rivkah s home th*‘
. the

vav s omitted (ibid., 397.
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The greatest gift we can give our children is faith ip them
selves. After | spoke on this topic in one city. a woman
approached me and told me how she had a retarded child who
had more self-confidence than all her other children. At three

months, this child had suddenly stopped growing or develop
ing in any way. The experts told this woman and her husband

that they should institutionalize the child because he would
never walk or talk. But this woman refused to accept that T or
the next four years, she devoted herself exclusively to this
child. Today, he learns Chumash. plays ball. goes to school.
And though he will never be the brightest boy in his class. he
feels great about himself.
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Told this woman that she should have given the lecture. not
me. and asked her how she and her husband had instilled such
self canfidence in their son. She answered:

Every step of the way. every ac omplishment, we made
a big deal about. When he first put together three words.
e made a kiddush: when he learned his first postik of

Chumash, we made a siyum. We weren't embarrassed.

we were proud of him. We made him beliece in himself

and what he could accomplish on his level

If we can instill that same belief in our children — and even
before that in ourselves — we and they can be truly humble
people who know that Hashem has created us with unique tal-
onts for a task that only we can perform. Armed with that
knowledge, we will be capable of fulfilling the tasks for which
He created us. -
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CCORDING TO TRADITION (AVOS 5:3), HASHEM PUT
Avraham to the test ten times, and he passed them all

with flying colors. It is generally accepted that the ten

tests were progressively harder, that once he proved himself in
& lesser test, Hashem presented him with a more difficult test
until he proved himself to have the highest level of faith. It is
also generally accepted that the tenth and most difficult test
was the Akeidah. After all, what could be more challenging
than to be commanded to sacrifice the treasured child born to
him in his old age?

LH Rabbeinu Yonah in Avos (ibid.), however, lists the
Akeidah as the ninth test. What was the tenth? When
Avraham could not find a place to bury Sarah, he was forced
to buy a plot from Ephron for an exorbitant sum.

/18
'f Now let us consider Avraham's circumstances. He has”
just come back from the Akeidah, where he narrowly
escaped slaughtering his own son. Can you imagmne his
mental and emotional state? Then he comes home to dis-
cover that Sarah. his wife of a century, has died and that he
has to go through some difficult negotiations in order 1o

secure a burial plot for her. | suppose one could safely say
that Avraham was having a rather “hard day.” To top it all off.
he mu;arc;nmcnd with Ephron, who may not have been wear-
ing a €hecked suit but was certainly no better than the sleazi-
est used-car salesman.

This was Avraham's test. He could have played hardball
with Ephron. He could have wiped the floor with him. But he
didn't. He treated him with the respect and deference due
every human being. Just because he was having a hard day.
he did not have to make Ephron suffer. -
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On the night Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach's rebbelzin
died. he was standing in the hall of the hospital trying to deal
with his profound grief. A talmid of his, whose wife had just
given birth. was also in the hospital at the time. The talmid
noticed Rav Shlomo Zalman in the hallway. and he ran over
to give him the wonderful news. He was so excited that it did
not even occur to him to ask what his rosh yeshivah was
doing in the hospital at that time of the night.

Rav Shlomo Zaiman gave the talmid his warmest bless-
ing and graced him with his famous smile, so full of love and
sheer joy. The talmid walked away with his heart singing.
completely unaware that his rosh yeshivah had been told
just a few minutes earlier that his wife had passed away.

Fallowing the example of his forefather Avraham. Rav
Shlomo Zalman saw no reason to diminish his talmid’s joy in
the very least just because he himself was suffering.

M- r‘%f&fz{,ﬂ

Rivkah was the daughter of a wicked man, the sister of a wicked

man, and was from a place whose general population was wicked (see
Rashi 25:20). She was reared and enveloped in an atmosphere of
idolatry. Yet, Eliezer made no attempt to ascertain her degree of

religious purity, to try and discoveér whether she did, in fact, possess

ever 3 Timimaawareness of the true God. He was concerned with
uncovering one ymportant fact — how well developed was her
JTiribute of chesed A person is what his midos are, for it is midos,
more than anything else, which determine how dedicated one will be
to Hashem and His mifzuos. Rivkah, with her magnanimous efforts
on a strangers behalf, demonstrated the quality of her midos.
Additionally, she responded to Eliezer's request with zerizus, alacrity,
an attribute which Chazal associate with the ways of tzaddikim (see
Mesilas Yesharim, ch7). To Eliezer, there was no doubt that this
young girl was a fitting receptacle for the lofty teachings of Avraham
and Yitzchak. If her lowly upbringing had deprived her of the
opportunity to attain yiras shamayim, awe of Heaven, she certainly
had the potential for it. Attaining yiras Hashem is a minor
accomplishment in_comparison to developing superlative midos,
which Rivkah had done. o
——
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